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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )IEI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 August 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) |EI Claim(s) 1.9.10.16-18 and 20-22 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E] Claim(s) 1. 9. 10. 16-18, and 20-22 is/are rejected. . 

7) D Claim (s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1. Claims 1, 9, 10, 16-18, and 20-22 remain for examination. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1, 9, 10, 16-18, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

(a) Claim 1 , recitation related to receiving of first and second blocks of a cache line 
by instruction buffers is inconsistent, (line 7, "IB to receive a first block of the cache line 
from the instruction cache" may cure the defect) 

(b) Claim 9, the same as (a), and it is not clear when the second block is received by 
TIC and when it is provided to IB with respect to the receiving of the first block by the IB. 
("TIC to receive a second block of the cache line in the same clock cycle" and "TIC 
provide instruction blocks to the first and second IBs on subsequent adjacent clock 
cycles" may cure the defect) 

(c) Claim 10, the same as (a), and it is not clear whether the second block of cache 
lines stored in TIC are used (i.e., provided to the instruction buffers and when). 

(d) Claim 16, the same as (b). 

(e) Claim 1 8, line 1 0, it is not clear whether the second block of the cache line is 
provided from the TIC to the first instruction queue (and whether the second blocks 
provided to the TIC are used). 
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Art Unit: 21 11 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth S KIM whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
9693. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-17:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on (703) 305-4815. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 
for regular communications and (703) 872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 



September 9, 2004 




